
 

 

Erving School Committee 

Final Minutes 

Monday, December 19, 2016 

 

Present:  Katelyn Mailloux-Little, Breta Petraccia, Erik Semb: committee members; Jennifer 

Haggerty, Superintendent; Jim Trill, Principal; staff and community members 

 

A. Call Meeting to Order-The meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm 

 

B. Public Hearings-None 

 

C. Approval of Minutes from November 15, 2016-Katelyn Mailloux-Little made a motion to 

approve the minutes from November 15, 2016 as written; Breta Petraccia seconded.  There 

was no discussion and the motion was approved 3-0-0. 

 

D. Warrants-Warrant batch 113 and vouchers numbered 1108, 1025, and 1024 were circulated 

and signed. 

 

E. Collaborative for Educational Services Report-Katelyn Mailloux-Little reported on the 

November CES meeting.  The discussion of the meeting focused on the results and finding 

from the annual audit.  The next meeting is scheduled in January. 

 

F. Capital Planning Committee Update-No updates to report 

 

G. Superintendent’s Report-Superintendent Haggerty summarized her report that was given 

to the Committee members.  She noted that she has continued her work with the Leadership 

Team on a strategic plan.  She hopes to share the draft with Committee members in January.  

Superintendent Haggerty also commended the 6th graders from Shutesbury and the 1st 

graders from Erving on their participation in Monte’s March to raise awareness of hunger 

and noted she had the good fortune of joining the 6th graders on their stretch of the March. 

 

H. Director of Finance and Operations Report 

a. FY 18 Budget-Draft-Stephen Cass presented the Committee with a draft of the FY 18 

budget for both elementary and secondary education.  At this point, it looks like there 

is a 5.1% increase in the budget.  Stephen Cass went on to explain the major budget 

drivers and that the majority of the increases are beyond our control, such as COLA 

increases and decreases in grant funding.  The budget will still be tweaked before 

coming to the Committee for a vote, but no major changes are expected.  The School 

Committee will meet with the Select Board and Finance Committee on January 23, 

2017 to discuss the FY 18 budget.  As for the secondary budget, there is a decrease due 



 

 

to a smaller 6th grade class leaving Erving and decreased Special Education numbers 

and associated costs.   

 

I. Principal’s Report-Principal Trill commented on the report he provided to the Committee.  

He also gave kudos to the Erving first grade students and staff of their participation in 

Monte’s March.  He also thanked Pete Sanders from the Highway Department for all his 

help with testing the water lead levels at the school.  Principal Trill has shared the results 

of the testing with the community.  The school is in good shape-only one faucet came back 

positive for lead, but was fine once flushed.  That faucet will be replaced.  Principal Trill 

also noted that this testing was done voluntarily.  Next Principal Trill mentioned that there 

have been a lot of collaborative visits among staff happening and how wonderful it is to 

see that happening in our school community. 

 

J. Budget and Personnel Committee Report 

a. Next Meeting Date-TBD-Superintendent Haggerty noted that the last meeting for both 

B&P and Union #28 was unable to happen due to lack of a quorum.  A meeting date is 

still trying to be decided but asked all members of these Committees to make sure they 

can attend the next meeting.   

 

K. Union #28 Committee Report 

a. Next Meeting Date-TBD 

 

L. Old Business-none 

 

M. New Business 

a. Resolution in Support of MA Rural Schools-Superintendent Haggerty has been 

working with a group of rural school Superintendents, mainly from Western 

Massachusetts, to make sure their voices are heard in legislature.  She provided the 

Committee with a packet explaining their work and asked the Committee to vote to 

support the three areas of the resolution that has been created by this group.  Erik Semb 

made a motion to support the resolution to support Massachusetts rural public schools.  

Katelyn Mailloux-Little seconded.  There was no discussion and the motion was 

approved 3-0-0.  Next Katelyn Mailloux-Little made a motion for the Erving School 

Committee to join the Massachusetts Rural Schools Coalition.  Breta Petraccia 

seconded.  There was no discussion and the motion was approved 3-0-0.  Lastly, Erik 

Semb made a motion to support the Massachusetts Rural School Aid Proposal.  Breta 

Petraccia seconded.  There was no discussion and the motion passed 3-0-0.  

Superintendent Haggerty thanked the Committee for their support 

 

 



 

 

N. Policy Review and Update 

a. First Reading on: 

i. IHAMB-Teaching About Alcohol, Tobacco and Drugs 

ii. JICH-Alcohol, Tobacco and Drug Use by Students Prohibited-This is a first 

read on both policies.  It is required by DESE for these to be in the school policy 

handbook.  The wording and language is based on laws.  Erik Semb made the 

motion to move both policies IHAMB-Teaching About Alcohol, Tobacco and 

Drugs and JICH-Alcohol, Tobacco and Drug Use by Students Prohibited to 

second read and first vote.  Breta Petraccia seconded and the motion was 

approved 3-0-0. 

O. Future Business 

a. Next School Committee Meeting Date: January 17, 2017 

 

P. Executive Session-Erik Semb made a motion to enter into Executive Session for the 

purpose of discussing strategy with respect to collective bargaining or litigation, not to 

return to public session.  Breta Petraccia seconded.  Roll Call Vote: Mailloux-Little: aye; 

Petraccia: aye; Semb: aye. 

 

Q. Adjournment-The meeting was adjourned at 7:32 pm 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Jillian Kolodziej 

 


